HIGH SCHOOL OUTREACH

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP

TEACHER TRAVEL

SCHOLARSHIP

Great Decisions:

Ambassador Marilyn McAfee Scholarship:

Global Teacher Enrichment:

Over the past ten years, the Great Decisions program has grown to include thirteen area high schools, reaching
more than 170 students of varying backgrounds. The program reaches at-risk students in underserved and
economically-challenged areas as well as students who participate in career academies with dual enrollment
or advanced placement classes. In five years we envision doubling the number of students participating in this
vibrant, robust and relevant enrichment program.

The World Affairs Council of Jacksonville recognizes the demand for well-rounded, globally-minded students,
necessitating the expansion of our scholarship program. Area colleges and universities have broadened their
missions to emphasize global readiness. In an increasingly interdependent world, these institutions are committed
to preparing students to successfully live and connect in an international society.

It’s been said when you train one teacher, hundreds of
students are educated. Teachers know students need strong
academic foundations, cultural and global competencies, and
collaborative, communicative, and problem solving abilities to
successfully compete in a global economy. Likewise, students
look to their teachers for knowledge about a world that may not
yet be a part of their own experience. By spending time abroad,
teachers gain invaluable insights and new perspectives that
deeply enrich their students’ learning and global awareness.
Therefore, the Council will steward a new global enrichment
program that enables fifteen middle and high school teachers
annually to travel, interact, and connect on a global scale.

DEVELOPING CRITICAL THINKING ABOUT OUR
COMPLEX WORLD

IMPROVING INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION

Briefing books and DVDs, published annually by the Foreign
Policy Association for Great Decisions, highlight eight of the
most thought-provoking foreign policy challenges facing
Americans. The application of these materials offers benefits
beyond education on timely international affairs in order to:

•

Elevate classroom discussion

Explore topics from a non-partisan perspective
Raise awareness of an interdependent world
Build relationships and interact with college professors
Expose students to opportunities to serve the United States of America
Interactive programming provides students opportunities to
apply their skills and knowledge refined over the course of
the Great Decisions program:
•
•
•

Kick-Off Dinner: Participants and faculty advisors launch the
year with a timely topic discussion
Student Interactions: During the year, participants benefit from
small group discussions with Global Issues Evenings’ speakers
International Crisis Management Exercise: The culmination of
the Great Decisions program offers a unique role-play exercise
regarding a timely international crisis. Serving as members
of the National Security Council, students work together
developing recommendations for an acting president.

“Perhaps most important, Great Decisions
instilled within me a desire to pursue foreign
relations as a course of study and future
career. Someday I want to not only read
about foreign policy, but to craft it myself.”
Sharria Wilson, former Great Decisions participant at Stanton
College Preparatory School & 2014 Ambassador Marilyn
McAfee Scholarship recipient
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SCHOOLS

Foster examination of critical current issues

•

SCHOOLS

Provide a resume-worthy after-school program

The annual Ambassador Marilyn McAfee Scholarship program currently presents one $2,000 scholarship to a
sophomore or junior from an area college or university who has demonstrated an academic or professional interest
in pursuing international business, government, foreign affairs, or a military career. In the past, scholarship awards
have enabled students to:

OVER FIVE YEARS

The Innovations in Global Education Endowment Fund
will provide the capacity to refine the Great Decisions
delivery model and improve scalability. The Council is
committed to increasing the number of high schools
from 14 to 20 over the next five years. Introducing an
additional annual group experience, and expanding
the use of technology and social media will foster
interactions among students from different schools.

•

•

Complete internships with
Intergovernmental Organizations, such
as the European Union
Assist international business
associations in the U.S., such as the
American Turkish Council
Travel the world on academically and
culturally enriching study abroad programs
to Guatemala, Italy and Uruguay
Advance their international studies
program through summer enrollment in
major related courses

Based on the growing number of qualified
applicants and the increased offering of
international opportunities by local colleges
and universities, the Council recognizes the
need to expand its annual scholarship program
with three or more awards of $2,000.

THREE OR MORE AWARDS OF

$2,000

Greater capacity through the Innovations
in Global Education Endowment Fund will
provide more college students an international
educational experience and the Council can
develop better evaluation measures.

“The scholarship provided me
unique insights into international
affairs while working for the
European Commission in
Montenegro. The internship also
opened many other opportunities
that have made me a more
competitive candidate in my
professional endeavors.”
Luka Vukadinovic, 2012 Ambassador Marilyn McAfee
Scholarship recipient & Graduate Student at the
London School of Economics

“Young people, our future
leaders, benefit enormously from
an international experience. It
broadens their vision, expands their
thinking and makes them more
competitive for graduate work and
future professional opportunities.
Many very talented students are
only able to have the experience of
foreign travel or internships through
the boost given by scholarships.
Help us grow the talent here in
Northeast Florida.”

Ambassador Marilyn McAfee (Ret.)

EXTENDING EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES

The Council began its teacher outreach in 2005 with workshops
focused on various global regions and issues. In 2012, the
Council participated in the World Affairs Councils of America
overseas enrichment program, Spotlight on Turkey. The
program integrated a teacher workshop, a two-week study tour
to Turkey and a public cultural event. Evaluating the program
after two years, critical feedback and teacher insights identified
the unique opportunity to incorporate travel opportunities to
countries with economic ties to Northeast Florida.

“My involvement with the World Affairs
Council of Jacksonville has been the
most beneficial resource for me as an
educator. Along with the documentable
knowledge, I have created professional
bonds with teachers of various subject
areas and other school districts.”
Ethan Dombkowski, Great Decisions Teacher at Yulee
High School & Spotlight on Turkey participant

The Innovations in Global Education Endowment Fund will help seed resources to access
existing offerings, determine program partners that best fit our criteria, and provide
capacity to pilot a Northeast Florida-tailored program. Four critical elements identified in
other successful teacher offerings:

High impact, measurable international
experience: Offer a mix of relevant incountry visits, including cultural sights,
conversations with educators and
government officials, and appointments
with businesses leaders

Tailored global lesson plans:
Teachers will create classroom content
and projects with relevance to current
global issues and the Northeast Florida
business and trade community

Content provided in a variety of ways:
Teacher experiences, augmented with
technology, media, and community
engagement, will bring a new level
of excitement, relevance, and lasting
impact to the classroom

Cross-nationally connect participants:
Teachers and students will use collaborative
and interactive work technologies and media
during the program

